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tion of superiority, claiming that the members of the Wit-
telsbach family are not the vassals, but the allies of the
emperor, nevertheless has sent first his eldest son, and then
each of his younger ones in turn, to spend a year or two
at the Court of Berlin, under the immediate direction and
eye of the kaiser. Prince Louis was particularly anxious
that his eldest son, Rupert, as future King of Bavaria,
should get in touch with the emperor, and become thor-
oughly acquainted, not only with Prussian methods, but
also with the leading statesmen and generals, and with
the trend of political aims and aspirations at Berlin.
The example of Prince Louis has been followed by
all the other petty German sovereigns, so that there are
always about a score of non-Prussian but German young
princes of the blood, giving life and gayety to the Courts
of Berlin and Potsdam, and taking a leading part in
Berlin society.
Among the princes there is none, however, who pos-
sesses so striking an individuality as William's only brother,
Henry. His assignment to the command of the German
naval forces in the far Orient a couple of years ago, cre-
ated much comment and speculation, being construed by
many, both in Germany and abroad, as a banishment re-
sulting from the kaiser's jealousy and dislike of the very
popular Sailor Prince. I do not believe for one moment
that this supposed jealousy exists, although everything that
can possibly be conceived has been done, unintentionally
and intentionally, to create it, in a manner which I will de-
scribe a little further on.
The reason of Prince Henry's being sent to the far
Orient was of a twofold character. In the first place, the
Chinese Empire seemed to be on the eve of a break-up,
and each of the various Great Powers of Europe, was exert-

